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On October 17, 2001, the Oakland City Planning Commission passed a motion requiring Children’s Hospital Oakland (CHO) to work with Planning staff to develop a citizen advisory body to review future development projects undertaken by the hospital on properties that it owns or leases and report back to the Commission in 120 days.  

Planning staff has met with representatives of CHO regarding the Commission’s directive.  CHO indicated that it has an existing citizen advisory board that reviews and provides feedback on potential development projects.  Planning staff requested that CHO provide a written description of the advisory board’s roles and processes as well as board member selection criteria and any recruitment efforts that the hospital has undertaken.  CHO responded with a letter summarizing the operation of the existing advisory board.  Meanwhile, neighbors of the hospital have been in contact with Vice Mayor Jane Brunner’s office and supplied a list of citizens interested in serving on the advisory board.  

This item was scheduled to be heard by the Commission on February 20, 2002 based on the Commission’s request of a report in 120 days.  However, CHO informed Planning staff that its public outreach director, who is most familiar with the advisory board and other outreach efforts, is not available on this hearing date and has requested continuance of the item.  Staff agrees that continuance would allow appropriate CHO representation and additional time to coordinate with the Vice Mayor’s Office and interested citizens toward the goal of establishing an advisory board that is representative and inclusionary.  Continuance of the item to the March 20, 2002 Planning Commission hearing is requested.  
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