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A: Goal 7 of the Housing Element (in Chapter 7) is titled “Promote Sustainable Development and
Sustainable Communities” and details several specific actions the City is taking or will take towards
this goal.

e Q: Why did the City not achieve the numbers of units for very low-, low-and moderate income

households, as determined by the RHNA of the 1999-2006 Housing Element (Table 2-1)?
A: As detailed in Chapter 2, “the increasing gap between housing costs that very low-income
households can afford and the cost of producing very low-income housing units, combined with the
limited amount of subsidies to produce such housing, continues to challenge the City’s ability to
meet ABAG’s regional housing allocation for the City for very low-income households. City staff
will continue its work on regulatory incentives and finding new sources of financial assistance to
address as much of the very low-income housing need as possible.” :

s Q: Could communities be penalized for not having enough higher density housing?

A: This is not a concern for Qakland, as it may be in other jurisdictions. As shown in the
Opportunity Sites chapter of the Housing Element (Chapter 4, and Table C-9), Oakland has many
sites which are available and zoned for higher density housing (at least 30 units to the acre). This is
because there are many vacant and underutilized sites, and because unlike other cities, the zoning for
Oakland’s main streets and comumercial corridors already permits higher density housing, and mixed
use developments. There is no need to change the General Plan or the zoning in order to
accommodatc the City’s RHNA of 14,629 units. :

e Q: What plans are there to use infrastructure funds (typically, CA state bonds) once the City has a
certified Housing Element?

A: many tens of millions of dollars in state infrastructure bonds have been awarded to development

projects in Oakland, the most prominent of which is the MacArthur Transit Village, at the MacArthur

BART parking lot

e Q: Does the Housing Element address the idea of reducing the parking requirement along the
main streets and commercial corridors --from its current ratio of one parking space for each unit
of housing? The theory is that the cost of housing would be reduced if this was done because
developers wouldn’t have to build as much parking into their projects.

A: The cost of building parking at the 1:1 ratio currently in the Planning Code, is not identified as a

constraint in the draft Housing Element. However the subject is being studied as part of the

commercial/corridors section of the Citywide Zoning Update.

MINOR MODIFICATIONS

Staff requests that the Planning Commission authorize staff to make minor changes, clarifications and
refinements to the proposal prior to submittal to the City Council. This may be required to clean up
language, correct typing errors, or make other minor changes consistent with ‘the Commission’s
recommendations. Although not anticipated, Staff proposes to bring any staff initiated significant or
controversial changes back to the Planning Commission for further recommendation prior to submittal to
the Cﬂ:y Council.*

HOUSING ELEMENT ADOPTION PROCESS

Folquing‘State law, the City of Oaldand must adopt a 2007-2014 Housing Elerent in order to qualify
for state funding for needed housing and infrastructure projects. Because the Housing Element is a
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General Plan Amendment, it must be adopted by City Council as a resolution, after a public meeting of
the Council’s Community and Economic Development Committee and at a public hearing of the full City
Council. The adopted Housing element is then sent to the CA Department of Housing and Community

Development for certification.
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RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends that the Planning Commission recommend to the City Council adoption of the 2007-
2014 Housing Element (Revised) Public Review Draft, as prepared by CEDA staff.

RECOMMENDATIONS: For approvals: 1. Recommend the City Council adopt the 2007-2014
Housing Element '

Prepared by:

D B

Devan Reiff, AICP
Planmer I

Approve

“NGSTADT
eputy Director of CEDA

Approved for forwarding to the
City Council;

/\

_ALTER COHEN
CEDA Director

ATTACHMENTS:

Executive Summary to 2007-2014 Housing Element (Revised) Public Review Draft

Letter from CA Department of Housing and Community Development dated April 30, 2009.
Table 4-2 “Actual Housing Production, 2007 to mid-2008 and Balance of Sites to be Provided”
Map of Housing Opportunity Sites (Figure C-6)

Letters from organizations and the public commenting on the Public Review Draft

Appendix H: Summary and Response to Public Comment

Table 7-1 “Implementation Program”

EEHETO®E P

NOTE:

The 2007-2014 Housing Element (Revised) Public Review Draft was previously provided to the City
Planning Commission under separate cover and is also available on the web at

http://www.oaklandnet.com/government/hed/policy/he2009.html and at Planning Department
offices at 250 Frank Ogawa Plaza, Suite 3315, Oakland, CA. 94612.



NOTICE OF PREPARATION (NOP) OF A
DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT (EIR)
CITY OF OAKLAND GENERAL PLAN - HOUSING ELEMENT UPDATE 2007-2014 .

The Qakland Community and Economic Development Agency, Plapning and Zoning Division, is
preparing a Draft Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the City of Oakland General Plan - Housing
Element Update 2007-2014 as identified below, and is requesting comments on the scope and content
of the EIR. The EIR will address the potential physical, environmental effects for each of the
environmental topics outlined in the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).

The City has prepared an Initial Study that identified areas of probable environmental effects. The -
Initial Study is available at the Planning Division office, City of Oakland, Community and Economic
Development Agency, 250 Frank H. Ogawa Plaza, Suite 3315, Oakland, CA 94612. The Initial Study
may also be reviewed at the following website: hitp://www.oaklandnet. com/govemment/ceda/
revised/planningzoning/MajorProjectsSection/environmentaldocuments. html.

The City of Oakland is the Lead Agency for the Prolect and is the public agency with ﬂ]ﬂ greatest
responsibility for approving the Project or carrying it out. This notice is being sent to- Responsible
Agencies and other interested partics. Responsible Agencies are those public agencies, besides the City
of Oakland, that also have a role in approving or carrying out the Project. When the Draft EIR is
published, it will be sent to all Responsible Agencies and to others who respond to this NOP or who
otherwise indicate that they would like to receive a copy. Responses to this NOP and any questions or
" comments should be directed in writing to: Devan Reiff, Project Manager, City of Oakland,
Community and Economic Development Agency, 250 Frank H. Ogawa Plaza, Suite 3315, Oakland,
CA 94612; (510)"238-3550 (phone); (510) 238-6538 (fax); or e-mailed to DReiff@oaklandnet.com.
Comments on the NOP must be received at the above mailing or e-mail address by 5:00 p.m. on
October 21, 2009. Please reference file number ER08-0009 in all correspondence. In addition,
comments may be provided at the EIR Scoping Meeting to be held before the City Planning
Commission. Comments should focus on discussing possible impacts on the physical environment,
ways in which potential adverse effects might be minimized, and alternatives to the project in light of
the EIR’s purpose to provide useful and accurate information about such factors.

PUBLIC HEARINGS:

1) The City Planning Commission will conduct a public scoping hearing on the Draft EIR for the
project on October 7, 2009, at 6 p.m. in Hearing Room One, City Hall, 1 Frank H. Ogawa Plaza.

2) The Landmarks Preservation Advisory Board will conduct a public: scoping hearing on the historic

 resources issues identified in the Initial Study for the project on October 19, 2009, at 6 p.m. in

. Hearing Room One, City Hall, 1 Frank H. Ogawa Plaza.

- PROJECT TITLE: City of Oakland General Plan - Housing Element Update 2007-2014

PROJECT LOCATION: The City of Oakland (City) is located in northern Alameda County (County) |
on the east side of the San Francisco Bay (Bay). The City is' bounded by the Cities of Berkeley and

Emeryville to the north, the City of San Leandro o the south, the East Bay Reglonal Park District to

the east, and the City of Alameda to the west. The City is approximately 15 miles east of the City of

San Francisco and 90 miles southwest of the City of Sacramento. Interstate 80 (I-80) provides access

to the City from the northwest, while Interstates 580 (I-580) and 980 (I-980) provide access from the

southeast. o

PROJECT SPONSOR: City of Oakland, Community and Economic Development Agency

ATTACHMENT C




EXISTING CONDITIONS: The City encompasses 56 square miles of land and 24 square miles of
water, and is mostly urbanized. The City contains a wide range of residential, commercial, industrial,

public, and open space land uses. Residential areas vary from very densc neighborhoods, excecding

25,000 persons per sguare mile, to semi-rural neighborhoods with one-acre lots. The City bas an-
estimated population of 420,183.

The 1998 LUTE EIR identified over 100 sites in the City of Oakland as being on the State’s “Cortese
List” of hazardous waste sites. The California State Regional Water Quality Conirol Board
“GeoTracker” database identifies underground hazardous substance storage tanks on 23 of the 224
opportunity sites listed under 2007-2014 Housing Element. Of the 23, there are three sites with a status
of “remediation” and 20 sites with a status of “site assessment.”

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: In accordance with State law, the City of Oakland proposes to adopt a
General Plan Amendment (GPA) for the City of Ozkland General Plan ~ Housing Element Update
2007-2014 (proposed project or 2007-2014 Housing Elerent) as a part of the City’s General Plan.
According to the ABAG RHNA numbers, the City must accommodate 14,629 new housing units
between January 2007 and June 2014 to meet its “fair share™ of the State’s housing need. Since
January 1, 2007, 1,128 units have been constructed. In addition to the units built or under
construction, the 2007-2014 Housing Elemenr identifies that between January 2007 and August 2008,
4,442 market-rate units had planning approvals (entitlements) and 563 affordable units were funded,
but neither group has started construction. During the same time period, there were 7,022 market rate
units and 48 affordable units in pre-development.

Based on housing unit construction and approvals since January 1, 2007, the City has already
committed to developing 90 percent of the units needed to satisfy the RHNA requirement in the
planning period. The remaining 1,426 units required to meet the RHNA allocation of 14,629 units
could be accommodated on City-identified housing opportunity sites. Approximately 225 housing
opportunity sites are located throughout the City, divided into the 12 Planning Areas.

PROBABLE ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS:

The Initial Study screened out environmental factors that will not be further studied in the Draft EIR.
These factors include: aesthetics, agricultural resources, biological resources, cultural resources,
geology and soils, hazards and hazardous materials, hydrology and water, land use and planning,
mineral resources, population and housing, public services, recreation, and utilities. However, the
Draft EIR will address the potential environmental effects for air quality, climate change, noise, and
transportation, All other impacts would be mitigated to less-than-significant levels,

The Draft EIR will also examine a reasonable range of alternatives to the Project, including the CEQA-
mandated No Project Aliernative, and other potential alternatives that may be capable or reducing or
avoiding potential environmental effects.
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File No.: ER08-0009 : C ANGSTADT
eputy Director
Community and Economic Development Agency
Environmental Review Officer




