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A: Goal 7 of the Housing Element (in Chapter 7) is titled “Promote Sustainable Development and
Sustainable Communities” and details several specific actions the City is taking or will take towards
this goal.

e Q: Why did the City not achieve the numbers of units for very low-, low-and moderate income

households, as determined by the RHNA of the 1999-2006 Housing Element (Table 2-1)?
A: As detailed in Chapter 2, “the increasing gap between housing costs that very low-income
households can afford and the cost of producing very low-income housing units, combined with the
limited armount of subsidies to produce such housing, continues to challenge the City’s ability to
meet ABAG’s regional housing allocation for the City for very low-income households. City staff
will continue its work on regulatory incentives and finding new sources of financial assistance to
address as much of the very low-income housing need as possible.”

¢ Q: Could communities be penalized for not having enough higher density housing?

A: This is not a concern for Oakland, as it may be in otber jurisdictions. As shown in the
Opportunity Sites chapter of the. Housing Element (Chapter 4, and Table C-9), Oakland has many
sites which are available and zoned for higher density housing (at least 30 units to the acre). This is
because there are many vacant and underutilized sites, and because unlike other cities, the zoning for
Oakland’s main streets and commercial corridors already permits higher density housing, and mixed
use developments. ‘There is no need to change the General Plan or the zoning in order to
accommodate the City’s RHNA of 14,629 units.

s (Q: What plans are there to use infrastructure funds (typically, CA state bonds) once the City has a
certified Housing Element?

A: many tens of millions of dollars in state infrastructure bonds hate been awarded to development

projects in Oakland, the most prominent of which is the MacArthur Transxt Village, at the Machthur

BART parking lot.

e Q: Does the Housing Element address the idea of reducing the parking requirement along the
main streets and commercial corridors --from its current ratio of one parking space for each unit
of housing? The theory is that the cost of housing would be reduced if this was done, because
developers wouldn’t have to build as much parking into their projects.

A: The cost of building parking at the 1:1 ratio currently in the Planning Code, is not identified as a

constraint in the draft Housing Element. However the subject is being studied as part of the

commercial/corridors section of the Citywide Zoning Update.

MINOR MODIFICATIONS -

Staff requests that the Planning Commission authorize staff to make minor changes, clarifications and
refinements to the proposal prior to submittal to the City Council. This may be required to clean up
language, correct typing errors, or make other minor changes consistent with ‘the Commission’s
recommendations. Although not anticipated, Staff proposes to bring any staff initiated significant or
controversial changes back to the Planning Commission for further recommendation prior to submittal to
the Clty Council.*

HOUSING ELEMENT ADOPTION PROCESS

Fol]owing( State law, the City of Oakland must adopt a 2007-2014 Housing Element in order to qualify
for state funding for needed housing and infrastructure projects. Because the Housing Element is a
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General Plan Amendment, it must be adopted by City Council as a resolution, after a public meeting of
the Council’s Community and Economic Development Committee and at a public hearing of the full City
Council. The adopted Housing element is then sent to the CA Department of Housing and Community
Development for certification.
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RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends that the Planming Commission recornmend to the City Council adoption of the 2007-
2014 Housing Element (Revised) Public Review Draft, as prepared by CEDA staff.

RECOMMENDATIONS: For approvals: 1. Recommend the City Council adopt the 2007-2014
Housing Element ' ’

Prepared by:

(e B

Devan Reiff, AICP
Planner IT

Approve
% A

ANGSTADT
# Deputy Director of CEDA

CEDA Director

ATTACHMENTS:

Executive Summary to 2007-2014 Housing Element (Revised) Public Review Draft

Letter from CA Department of Housing and Community Development dated April 30, 2009.
Table 4-2 “Actual Housing Production, 2007 to mid-2008 and Balance of Sites to be Provided”
Map of Housing Opportunity Sites (Figure C-6)

Letters from organizations and the public commenting on the Public Review Draft

Appendix H: Summary and Response to Public Comment

Table 7-1 “Implementation Program”

oEETAW R

NOTE:

The 2007-2014 Housing Element (Revised) Public Review Draft was previously provided to the City
Planning Commission under separate cover and is also available on the web at
http://www.oaklandnet.com/government/hed/policy/he2009.html and at Planning Department
offices at 250 Frank Ogawa Plaza, Sunite 3315, Oakland, CA 94612.
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