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CHAPTER |

Introduction

A. Background

On March 15, 2006, the City of Oakland Planning Commission certified an environmental impact
report (EIR) for the Oak to Ninth Avenue Project (ER04-0009). Prior to and since the Planning
Commission’s action, the project sponsor has been asked to consider a number of matters
regarding the project and its potential impacts. Also, comments on the Draft EIR that were not
received for inclusion in the certified Final EIR document have been received by the City. This
Addendum is a comprehensive compendium of the new analysis and responses to address these
matters.

B. Purpose of the EIR Addendum

The City has prepared this Addendum to the 2006 certified EIR? for the Oak to Ninth Avenue
Project (Addendum) to provide additional analysis for 1) an alternative project site plan
(eliminating Parcel N development and redistributing 300 dwelling units), and 2) the project’s
potential effects on the proposed reconfigured 12th and 14th Streets adjacent to Lake Merritt, and
3) to present responses to additional comments received on the EIR, some of which were
previously submitted to the Planning Commission.

The information provided in this Addendum does not change the environmental analysis
contained in the certified EIR. The scope and analysis presented in this document were prepared
consistent with to the requirements of Section 15162 and 15164 of the California Environmental
Quiality Act (CEQA) discussed below. The City will use this Addendum, together with the 2006
certified EIR, when considering its action on the project.

CEQA Framework for the Addendum

According to CEQA Guidelines Section 15164, an addendum to a previously certified EIR may be
prepared if some changes or additions are necessary to the EIR but none of the conditions described

1 This document generally refers to the certified “EIR” which, pursuant to CEQA, consists of the Draft EIR (DEIR)
and the Final EIR (FEIR) / Response to Comments document for the project.
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below for preparation of a subsequent EIR have occurred (CEQA Guidelines Section 15162)
(emphasis added):

(1) Substantial changes are proposed in the project which will require major revisions of the
previous EIR or negative declaration due to the involvement of new significant
environmental effects or a substantial increase in the severity of previously identified
significant effects;

(2) Substantial changes occur with respect to the circumstances under which the project is
undertaken which will require major revisions of the previous EIR or Negative Declaration
due to the involvement of new significant environmental effects or a substantial increase in
the severity of previously identified significant effects; or

(3) New information of substantial importance, which was not known and could not have been
known with the exercise of reasonable diligence at the time the previous EIR was certified
as complete or the Negative Declaration was adopted, shows any of the following:

(A) The project will have one or more significant effects not discussed in the previous
EIR or negative declaration;

(B) Significant effects previously examined will be substantially more severe than shown
in the previous EIR;

(C) Mitigation measures or alternatives previously found not to be feasible would in fact
be feasible, and would substantially reduce one or more significant effects of the
project, but the project proponents decline to adopt the mitigation measure or
alternative; or

(D) Mitigation measures or alternatives which are considerably different from those
analyzed in the previous EIR would substantially reduce one or more significant
effects on the environment, but the project proponents decline to adopt the mitigation
measure or alternative.

CEQA allows the lead agency or responsible agency to prepare an addendum to a previously
certified EIR if only minor technical changes or additions are necessary (but none of the above
conditions have occurred). The decision making body shall consider the addendum with the final
EIR or adopted negative declaration prior to making a decision on the project.

Based on the analysis conducted and provided herein, this addendum concludes that the
alternative project site plan or the potential effects to the proposed reconfigured 12th and 14th
Street at Lake Merritt analyzed herein would not constitute a major revision to the certified EIR;
that there is no substantial change in circumstances as a result of the potential project change that
would cause new or more intense significant impacts; and that there is no new information of
substantial importance that identifies new or more intense significant impacts (CEQA Guidelines
Section 15162). Thus, preparation of an addendum to the certified EIR is appropriate pursuant to
CEQA.
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