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In celebration of Historic Preservation Month, May 2005
Oakland Heritage Alliance and the Landmarks Preservation Advisory Board of the City of Oakland present

Adaptive Reuse in Los Angeles:
A Model for Recycling Oakland’s Heritage?

Mr. Hamid Behdad, PE
Director, Adaptive Reuse Program, City of Los Angeles

Monday, May 23, 2005, 6–9 p.m.
Oakland City Council Chambers • City Hall, 1 Frank H. Ogawa Plaza

OLD BUILD INGS often outlive their original purposes. Adaptive Reuse is a process
that adapts old buildings for new uses while retaining their historic features.

In 1999, the City of Los Angeles adopted landmark legislation to facilitate the conver-
sion of its older buildings, many of which are economically distressed and historically
significant, to more productive uses.

Known among local developers as the “Adaptive Reuse Czar,” Mr. Behdad coordinates
the needs of city departments with developers’ interests. Mr. Behdad’s collaborative
approach has helped spawn a surge of building renovation in the city—in Los Angeles
there are currently over 10,000 adaptive reuse units either in the works or completed.

A fine example of adaptive reuse, the grand 1912 Hotel Oakland was rehabilitated and seismically strengthened
in 1979 to provide 315 apartments for seniors. After the Loma Prieta earthquake, it was further strengthened. It
is listed on the National Register of Historic Places.

SPONSORS:

BBI Construction

California Capital Group

Komorous-Towey
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Pyatok Architects, Inc.

VBN Architects

Special thanks to Bates
House Bed & Breakfast for
their in-kind donation.

Refreshments will be
available

If you are able to let us
know that you are
coming, we will be 
better able to plan.
Call 510-763-9218 
to leave a message.
Thank you!
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