









July 19, 2000


Oakland City Planning Commission

STAFF REPORT

Design Review Committee

November 20, 2002



Report on Downtown Streetscape Master Plan

SUMMARY

The Redevelopment Agency is completing a Streetscape Master Plan for the 350 block Downtown Redevelopment District. The recommendations in the plan are designed to support existing and future residential, retail, office and entertainment activities in the downtown; foster a pedestrian environment that is safe and clean; encourage public transit; and help create a unique identity for the various downtown sub-districts. The Agency’s design consultant is Bottomley Design and Planning of Oakland. They have prepared a concept plan that addresses eleven downtown streets. Three of the streets, including, Telegraph Avenue, 9th Street and Washington Street have been given highest priority based on community interest and availability of immediate funding. Construction drawings for these streets could begin as soon as the Master Plan is adopted by the Council.   All the streets were selected and reviewed by a Technical Advisory Committee composed of Agency and City staff, BART, AC Transit, Urban Ecology and representatives from the pedestrian and bicycle communities. In addition the concepts under consideration have been reviewed by the Oakland Chamber of Commerce and the Chinatown Chamber of Commerce.

 It is anticipated that the Streetscape Master Plan will be presented to the City Council after the first of the year.  At this time, the Agency is seeking feedback from the Planning Commission on these planned streetscape improvements before submittal to the Council and before full construction drawings are prepared for the priority streets.

BACKGROUND

In 1999 and 2000, the City/Agency began working with community members, developers, AC Transit, BART, local businesses, and property owners to develop a vision for improving the physical appearance and functionality of various downtown streets. For example, the Chinatown Chamber of Commerce was particularly interested in widening the sidewalks on 9thStreet so that it might accommodate the high levels of pedestrian activity and even a night market. Residential and retail developers in the Uptown were concerned about the poor appearance of Telegraph Avenue.  20t Street and Oak Street were regarded by many people as important gateways to Lake Merritt that needed attention. Business owners in Old Oakland were distressed and continue to be concerned about the poor condition of the sidewalks in their neighborhood. All of these concerns, coupled with the Mayor’s 10K initiative and renewed interest in the Uptown, caused the Agency to budget and plan for new streetscape improvements in the downtown. In late 2001, the Agency engaged the services of Bottomley Design and Planning to assist in the development of the master plan.  The adoption of the Streetscape Master Plan is the initial step to improving the character and condition of various downtown streets and setting the stage for new street improvements.  

KEY ISSUES

The Streetscape Master Plan calls for improvements on eleven different downtown streets. Three streets stand out as leading candidates for immediate action. This is based on existing budget allocations, adjacent development projects of significance and neighborhood interest. The three highest priority street projects include:   

· Sidewalk widening on Telegraph Ave. from 16th to 20th streets. New landscaping, historic streetlights, litter containers, news racks and public art. 

· Sidewalk widening on 9th Street from Franklin to Harrison. Street pavilions, landscaping, theme lighting. 

· New brick paving on sidewalks on Washington from 9th street to 7th street. 

· Other pedestrian amenities 

Although the Streetscape Master Plan shows improvements for a 250-block area, currently there is only enough funding to build the Telegraph Avenue, Washington and 9th Street portion of the plan. All three would be funded using a combination of tax increment and Measure B funds. Under the current timeline, the Telegraph Avenue improvements could be expected to begin construction in 2003, with construction to be completed in 2004. The other priority streets could be completed in approximately the same time frame.

The Streetscape Master Plan project will be coordinated with several other related City projects, including:

· The 14th & Broadway Transit Center project

· A Public Works project to install bus canopies in Oakland

· Implementation of the Bicycle and Pedestrian Master Plan

· The Lake Merritt Master Plan

· Grant application to fund additional street improvements

· Residential and retail development of the Uptown by a major developer

CONCLUSION

The Agency is interested in receiving comments and suggestions from the Planning Commission as part of the Design Development process. Full drawings of the streets will be available for review at the meeting.  
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