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City Planning Commission 

Staff recommendation:
Accept Revised Land Use Classifications

For further information: 
Contact Margaret Stanzione, Strategic Planning, at 

510-238-4932 or email mstanzione@oaklandnet.com

BACKGROUND

Staff presented the proposed Use Classifications to the Zoning Update Committee on March 28, 2002 and explained that, as we progressed with the review process, there would likely be revisions to the document.

Attached is the most recent version of the Use Classifications.  Minor editorial changes are noted throughout.  The most significant changes have been made to the land uses describing “Eating and Drinking Establishments” on pages 9 to 11 with clarifications to “Limited Service” establishments and “Fast Food” restaurants.  These uses are listed separately because the impacts of each of the establishments vary and, in some cases, require different solutions to potential impacts.  We know, for example, that the customer use patterns and the types of products associated with a full service restaurant are different than those for establishments that do not offer seating, or prepare quick meals for take-out, or allow food to be ordered from a vehicle.  It is for this reason that the land uses have been separated into several sub-categories.  

Also, the land use classification “Tobacco-Related Product Sales” has been added to the Commercial Land Use section.  On February 8, 2000 the City Council adopted Ordinance No. 12205 which regulates the sale of tobacco products.  Because this issue is of importance to the City, staff is recommending that the sale of tobacco-related products be given its own land use category, similar to the way alcoholic beverages are listed, so that the use can be closely regulated.  In addition to calling these two uses out as specific land use categories, the proposed zoning code includes performance standards for the sale of both alcoholic beverages and tobacco-related products.  These standards will be reviewed at a later date.

Another change involves the definitions of “Business and Professional Offices.”  Staff has combined insurance and real estate offices with the classification “Banks and Other Financial Institutions.”  The land use impacts of real estate and insurance offices are more like banks and financial institutions than they are like professional and business offices.  The more frequent customer interaction makes these uses similar to retail establishments than business and professional offices and are, therefore, consistent with community commercial retail uses.

As mentioned earlier in the Zoning Code Update review process, it is likely that we will be revising these Use Classifications as we continue to review the base zoning districts.  The most current copy is noted “Draft 6/19/02”on the bottom of the page.  Please disregard all previous versions.
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