January 31, 1994

AL #94-1

Sharon Craig

Communi ty Rel ati ons Representative
Wast e Managenent of Al anmeda County
172 98t h Avenue

Gakl and, Ca 94603

Re: City of Oakl and Canpai gn Reform Act, Section 309

Dear Ms. Craig:

This letter is in response to your request for a
determ nation as to whether Section 309 of the Gakland Canpaign
Ref orm Act woul d act to prohibit Waste Managenent of Al aneda
County from making contributions to City elected officials or
candidates for Gty office. Your letter dated January 10, 1994
(copy attached), indicated that WAste Managenent of Al aneda
County currently has a 20 year contract with the Cty which
requires periodic rate revi ew.

Section 309 would not preclude Waste Managenent of
Al aneda County from maki ng canpai gn contributions to City el ected
officials, or candidates for Cty office. Section 309 acts to

prohibit contributions "...at any tinme between comencenent of
negoti ati ons and either the conpletion of, or the term nation of,
negoti ations for such contract”. Since Waste Managenent of

Al aneda County has conpl eted negotiations for the current
contract, Section 309 does not prohibit contributions.

This conclusion is not affected by the fact that the
contract provides for periodic rate reviews over the course of
the contract. Presumably, rate reviews are required under the
terms of the existing contract. Such reviews do not constitute
"negotiations” for a contract with the Gty. If, however, the
contract were renegotiated at any tinme prior to the expiration of
the 20 year contract, then contributions would not be all owabl e
until conpletion of or termnation of such negotiations.
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Pl ease contact ne at your earliest convenience if you
have additional questions regarding Section 309 or any ot her
provi sions of the Gakland Canpai gn Reform Act.

Very truly yours,

JAYNE W W LLI AMS
Cty Attorney

By:

J. PATRI CK TANG
Deputy Gty Attorney

JPT/ f it / K

At t achment

L:\ DOC\ JPT\ ADVI SORY\ 41219. 1



