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One Frank Ogawa Plaza, 4th Floor, Oakland, CA  94612                (510) 238-3593             Fax: (510) 238-3315

TO:

Public Ethics Commission

FROM:

Daniel Purnell

DATE:

July 1, 2002

RE:
Commission Policy Regarding Requests To Sponsor Or Endorse Community Forums And Activities

At its meeting of June 10, 2002, the PEC Rules Committee directed staff to agendize for discussion and possible action a request by Commissioner Reinke whether to adopt a policy regarding Commission endorsement of community events related to the Commission's jurisdiction.  Attachment 1.

Consistent with the Commission's educational outreach efforts, Commissioner Reinke, Chair of the Education Committee, proposes that the Commission consider endorsing or sponsoring those forums, programs or conferences that promote good local government.  He proposes that any public endorsement contain the following disclaimer:

"While The Oakland Public Ethics Commission supports this important discussion, it does not endorse or encourage any particular view, measure or individual related to this event."

Commission staff contacted the Ethics Commissions in the cities of San Francisco, Los Angeles, San Diego, Honolulu and Berkeley to determine whether they have any existing policies in this area.  None have any policy or history lending their Commission's name as a sponsor to outside events.  San Francisco staff expressed concern that because of their role in administering, interpreting and enforcing local ordinances, it would be inconsistent to appear associated with any local group who might be subject to these laws. 

The Commission has the authority to adopt a policy addressing whether to sponsor or endorse outside events.  Among the factors the Commission should consider in determining whether to adopt such a policy are:

1)
What standards or guidelines should exist to determine whether the event or activity is appropriate for Commission endorsement or sponsorship; 

2)
Should the event organizer be required to print any disclaimer language, such as that proposed by Commissioner Reinke, as a condition of sponsorship or endorsement; and 

3)
How to handle the unauthorized use of the Commission's name.

Commission staff recommends that the Commission discuss and consider whether to adopt a policy relative to Commission endorsement or sponsorship of outside events and to direct staff to prepare a formal resolution for adoption at the next regular Commission meeting in the event such a policy is desired.

� EMBED PBrush  ���








[image: image2.png]iy,
E

i

ALT¥OIINT

FAIRNESS
OPENNESS



_1028592841

