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City of Oakland

Public Ethics Commission
Victor Ochoa, Chair

Lisa Seitz, Vice-Chair
Patrick O’Hern

Barbara Newcombe

Alden Mudge

Peter Reinke

Daniel D. Purnell, Executive Director

____________________________________________________________________________

One Frank Ogawa Plaza, 4th Floor, Oakland, CA  94612                (510) 238-3593             Fax: (510) 238-3315

TO:

Public Ethics Commission

FROM:

Daniel Purnell

DATE:

August 26, 2002

RE:

Oakland Student Government Days
Education Committee Chairman Peter Reinke is proposing to organize and implement "Oakland Student Government Days" in late November, 2002.  The program, which is still in its planning stages, would consist of approximately 50 public and private high school students who would be invited to City Hall for a two-day event.  On the first day, students would hear first-hand from local government officials, staff, lobbyists and members of the media on their respective roles in city government.  The students will then be organized into the various City Council policy committees to deliberate and consider a variety of local issues.  On the second day, representatives from each policy committee would sit as the City Council to consider the various recommendations from the policy committees.  A brown-bag "wrap up"session would follow to discuss and comment on what the students have learned. 

The Commission is being asked to sponsor this event provided there is an expressed interest from enough of Oakland's high schools to make the program worthwhile.  Commissioner Reinke has begun contacting his counterparts in other Oakland High Schools and reports that their response has been favorable.  Commission staff would assist in coordinating the event with Commissioner Reinke, other high school representatives, speakers and City staff.  Students would be chosen by their respective principals and/or government instructors.  Topics to be addressed by the various speakers include:

· The role of the news media in local government 

· The relationship among the various branches of government

· The role of money in campaigns 

· The access of constituents to their elected officials 

· How lobbyists seek to influence public policy

The proposal appears to be consistent with the Commission's stated purpose of encouraging full participation in, and understanding of, city government.  Should the Commission decide to sponsor this event, Commission staff and/or Commissioner Reinke will report periodically on the event preparation and outcome.  

Respectfully submitted,

Daniel Purnell

Executive Director
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